
The City of York Safeguarding Children Board (CYSCB) 
is a statutory local body responsible for agreeing 
how child safeguarding agencies cooperate and work 
together to safeguard and promote the welfare of 
children and ensuring this work is effective. 

The annual report looks back at the Board’s work 
over the last year, its successes and continuing 
challenges, and highlights five key priorities for 
the forthcoming year.

Context
It’s estimated that there are 38,760 children and young people in York aged 0 to 18, making up 19% 
of the total population.

While two fifths of York’s population live in areas that are in the least deprived 20% in England, 7% of 
York’s population (around 14,000 people - adults and children) live in areas classified as being in the 
20% most deprived areas in the country. Overall 13.1% of children under the age of 16 live in poverty 
(Child Health Profile 2014 ). The number eligible for free school meals is around 300 children.

Key achievements/milestones in 2013/14:
• Appointed a new Independent Chair, Simon Westwood, in January 2014.

•  Created an Action Plan setting out how the recommendations of the 2013 Peer Review of the 
Board’s work will be acted on.

•  Taken steps to ensure that children and young people have their say on safeguarding issues 
(through the newly created Safeguarding Children Involvement Group).

•  Launched a safeguarding awareness campaign – the NSPCC Underwear Rule – to parents across 
the city to help them protect their children from abuse.

•  Helped to ensure that partner agencies can continually develop and improve their safeguarding 
work (through the creation of a Learning and Performance Framework). 
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Key priorities for 2014/15:

1.  Early help: making sure problems are identified early and that families are provided with the right 
help at the right time. We believe that where families receive the right help early more serious  
problems can be prevented. 

2.  Neglect: We identified child neglect as a priority in a study into neglect in 2012. However, despite 
some progress, considerably more needs to be done if children are to be protected from the long 
term damaging effects of neglect.

3.  Child sexual abuse: Child sexual exploitation (CSE) has received a lot of attention nationally and 
locally. Whilst CSE remains a priority, we believe that child sexual abuse is under-reported and that 
professionals need a better understanding of sexual abuse.

4.  Domestic abuse: We recognise that there are still too many children living in families where there 
is domestic abuse.  We know that domestic abuse can also be an indicator for neglect and has a 
long lasting impact on children, often co-existing with other forms of abuse.

5.  Children who go missing: We know that children who go missing from home, care and education 
are vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. Too many children go missing in York and there is a need 
to improve the way all agencies respond. 


